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To the Honorable Aſſembly of the Commons Houſe of Parl:ament, and to the 


Committie for SrICUances of the ſame Houſe, 


—_— 


The humble Petition of the whole compante of the poore Water-T ankerd. bearers of the 
( itie of London, and ie Suburbs thereof, they and their families being 4000 in number, 


[ning and relecued thereby. Robert Tardy Water-bearer m the name and behalfe of 


Po | EE 
the reſt followes this Peritton. Julne ent 5 


petitioners, hauc juſt cauſe to ſay, Blefſed be the Lord God of [[raell;that moued the heart of his gratious Maieſtie, to call ſo Ho- 
norablean allembly in Parliament, which will not ſuffer Gehazz, to take Tallents of Siluer, nor change ofraym;ents, bur thateuery 
one, ima y fit vnder his-owne Oliue-tree, and annoint himſelfe with the fat thereof. Wee poore miſerable peopic labouring hardly for 
poore liuing,vnder great burthens, haue the bread taken out of our childrens mouthes,and our one,both contrary to good lawes eſtabliſhe 


\ Mong the great multitude of poore diſtreſſed people ofthis kingdome, with ioyfull hearts and litted vp hands to heauen , we your 


and ai) equity and good conſcience. 


For,moit honourable aſſembly, to make this their grievance plaine, that they are matters of truth, and no ſuggeſtions or inforcements. 
{ here was 1n the Parliament, holdenin the 3 5. yeare of King Henry the eighth, an A made and prouided, concerning the repayring, ma- 
king,2nd amending,ot the Conduitsin London, and that ſweete holfome running waters, and freth ſprings, might be conueyed by Con- 
duite,and fountaines,to the ſaid Conduits in London,and whereot the ſaid City, had bin betore time well turniſhed,andabundantly ſerued. 


inthe (aid AQ there wasa carefull prouio,that it ſhould not be lawfull, for the ſaid Lord Maior nor commonaltie,norto their ſucceſſors, 
or minitters, to take away any water, or ſpring now brought, or hereafter to be brought, or conueyed, by P ypes or Treanches,to the manſion 
ot any perſon or perſons, nor for any perſon or perſons, by any way,deceipr, meane, or any other craftie conuetance, ſhall vndermine, mi- 
niſh, witharaw, or abate any Spring, or ſprings, found or hereafter to be found, now brought or conn<yed , topped, abated, or otherwiſe 


altered, from his dew courſe, and conueyance to the Conduits in London. 


T hat the ſaid water brought to the ſaid City, oy vertne ofthe faid AR, 15 the moſt wholſome, pureſt,and ſweeteſt water, comming to the 
ſaid Ciry, is notto be doubred or diſputable; and\uthcient ſtore thereof, at the ſpring heads. And yer notwithſtanding the ſaid former Act; 
moſt of the ſaid water is taken, and kept trom the {ud Conduits 1n London, by many priuate branches and Cockes, cut and taken our of the 
Pipes, which are layed to conucy the lame, tothe ſar} Conduits z and laid into priuate houſes and dwellings , both without and within the 
Cuy; whereby it is drawne out of the wayes, and many times ſuffered rorunncat waſte,to the general! grieuance of all good Citizens, and 
all others; repayring tothe ſame, having thetr meat dre{led with ocher waters,neither ſo pure nor hol{ome,as the Conduit water 1s, as com- 


mon experience teacuethzcontrary to the true intent ot the ſame ſtarute. 


There are, as was confeſſed by the Cities Plumber,one 4” Rando!l,fifreene branches or Cockes,laid into priuate houſes,and drawen from 
the Conduits, contrary to the prouiſoin the ſame A : andrbree branches or Cocks, laid by himſelte without warrant , only for his owne 
riuate gainez by what warrant the other were granted to paricular perſons, and taken from the common Conduits , we humbly deſire 
that firlt the ſaid Randoll, may be ſent for and examined, and arerwards ſuch other perſons as we {hall produce, belides many others, who 


may priuately take in water out of our malne pipes, and as yet viknowne tothe Petitioners, 


Secondly,the water oranted vnto Newgate, for vie of chat houſconly, is caried forth daily by fiue men to many places, which Tankerd- 


bearers keepe no houres, but worke continually, and fo extauſt anudraw away the water from the other Conduits. 


The Lady Swinnerton is allowed, but 2. gallons euery houre, ( anilipreſident, and againſtthe prouifo, of the faid ſtatute of 3 5. Henry. 8. 
but that branch is ſo great,as it yeeldeth thirtcenc gallons and better ewry houre as it hath beene tried, which many times runneth at walte, 
if this one branch or Cocke, within this City doth or may draw awa: aboue a thouſand gallons extraordinarily fromthe Conduits ina 


weeke, what wrong ſo many branches without the City, where leile care v had,is to be taken into your Honourable conlideration. 


Fourthly, the water that now ſerueth Alderman-bury Conduit, doth beong to the pipes of Cheapſide, and was lately cut out of the 
fame, and that water which ſhould or would ſerue that Conduitot Aldermat-bury, is wholy ſtopt or giuen to priuate houſes by the way. 


Fiftly, Cornehill and Gracious-ftreet men, complayning for want of water'n their Conduits, there was three houres in a day abated by 
the Chamberlaine of the City, at the requeſt ofthe Plumber, from the Conduits n Cheapſide, thereby ro furniſh them with the more ſtore, 
being ill ſerued , by the ſame pipes, bur yet Carnehill and Gractous-ſtreet Condiits haueneuer a whit more water, northe houres yet re- 


ſtored to the Conduits in Cheaplide. + 


Sixtly, one of the maineand chiefeſt pipes runneth vnder part of Saint Martins Line, and the Couen garden , in which places there are 
lately erefted many new buildings and dwellings of Bricke ; and it is ſuppoſcd thatligging deeper for the foundations, and finding the 


Pipes, they may take ſome priuate branches, out of their due courſe. lb wart fv 


Your Petitioners doe humbly deſire, for that there is great defe& of water, in the Gid conduits : and thatitis a generall grieuance, 
to the whole City 3 and that divers complaints, haue beene made by your Periticners for redrefſe,but no reliete can be procured, 
and are vtterly remedileſſe, bur by this Honourable aſſembly, that wee the Pettioners, may be permitted to preferre our Bill 
into this Honourable houſe : For remedy ofthis grieuance, and as in duty weare bunden; ſo we will daily pray , that God may 


ko 


bleſſe all your counſels, to the benehit of all ſucceeding ages. : 
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